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Russian hackers accused of attacking power grid but nuclear plants not compromised
[bookmark: _GoBack]The United States government accused the Russia counterpart of hacking operation with an objective of acquiring access to the US power grid. In 2017, close to 99 power plants licensed by the Nuclear Regulatory commission had been directly affected by the hackers. The nuclear power plants usually generate at least 20 percent of the country’s electricity. The US national security officials including FBI, department of homeland security as well as intelligence agencies concurred that the Russian intelligence among others engaged in the broad range of cyberattacks such as the Notpetya Ransomware attacks, the grid penetrations among others. 
The Hackers usually undertake hacking activities with sole aim of acquiring private information, create disruptions, financial purposes, driven by purposes such as hacktivism, idealism and political motives. The grid hacking was seen a means of creating the operational disruption in the power since the hackers were not compromise on the data security but only the infrastructure (Hawkins, 2017).
The United States response to the Hacking was efficient and effectively. President Trump administration announcement that Russia meddling with the US power grid clearly send the message to the hackers that the government was quite aware and not very long the culprits would be brought to book. The announcement also crafted awareness to the civilians to be vigilant as cyberattacks were eminent. The government also created an office of cyber security and Emergence Response in a bid to consolidate and strengthen the efforts to contain the growing cyber threats faced by United States government (Kshetri,  & Voas, 2017).
The government of the United States can use the evidence presented to create sanctions to the high level members of those agencies for actions of their subordinates. Such actions would deliberately make hacking operations riskier for both hackers and their bosses alongside the government that authorized them. 
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